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KIG PLANNING APPLICATION AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

Vigilance and Awareness Remain Essential

KIG

We continue to await a satisfactory removal of the threat posed to our whole area by the AXA-promoted KIG proposal for a road/rail interchange and massive warehouse development. Further patience is required as the Highways Agency (HA) has extended its stop order on the application to December 12th (formerly July 14th). Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) could turn down the application in the meantime but could not approve it. Both the HA and MBC are still awaiting answers and further details from the applicants. We understand that in the case of the HA this is particularly in connection with the M20 and junction 8 exit area. It is also being recognised that this is the connecting point for the South East Orbital Route which would embrace the essential Leeds-Langley bypass. There does appear to be very little urgency on the part of the KIG  advisors to supply the information and detail requested. Increasingly it looks as though they are awaiting a tactical time to appeal to the Secretary of State.

Some Good News

An early day motion was signed in the House of Commons supporting the KIG application by some 50 MP’s all believed to be located in the North except Gwyn Prosser, the MP for Dover. The list originally included Edward Leigh, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee, but following lobbying and information supplied to him by our MP for Mid-Kent, Hugh Robertson and the leader of Kent County Council, Paul Carter, Edward Leigh very publicly and promptly requested that his name be removed from the early day motion.

At the very first ‘presentation’ at the Ramada Hotel on April 7th 2007 opponents were aware of the political connection between elements of

	the KIG team and the Government, so this political manoeuvring by certain MP’s far removed from the area came as little surprise. The work of the organisations contesting the application continues and the local media input has been relentless. This is reflected by residents with the number of Stopkig signs in windows and on prominent sites, and with Kent Messenger (KM) car stickers in their vehicles. Tremendous support has been forthcoming from the KM not only with the stickers but by keeping the issues in the public eye with regular balanced reporting. This included four pages in the KM as recently as July 25th identifying ‘The Story So Far’.

All developments have also been given good coverage in the Downs Mail. CPRE has continued to provide strong support and expertise. The Joint Parishes Group representing the 14 local parishes and the Stopkig Steering Group have each developed their strategies to contest the application. 

As the determination date gets nearer, probably early 2009, these two groups are planning this next stage and how best to handle the specific issues involved. It is understood that the Council will probably allow 10 objectors to speak for 3 minutes each. The enormous public interest is expected to require a hall quite as large as the ones used for the Invicta Grammar School and Ramada meetings.  At both these meetings telling points were made by members of the public, particularly over articulated lorry use by European suppliers and the uneconomic effect of transferring onto containers, certainly for journeys of less than 400 miles. It is widely recognised that European suppliers do not tend to use containers and wish to send direct to customers. 

The unsuitability of the proposed site will no doubt be a prime focus of the objections, while recognising that some road/rail Interchange facilities have to be provided at suitable locations as has applied at Daventry/Crick off the M1 and recently Slade Green (Dartford/Bexley area).
Local Development Framework (LDF) – Housing Requirement

The Government has determined that the South East will carry a massive increase in development. What does this mean for Maidstone, particularly the east and south of the town as the north and west are largely outside the Borough or are designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)?  The Borough Council has made it clear that it needs to move the LDF forward as soon as it has determined the KIG application, but with the latter likely to be the subject of an appeal if MBC turns it down, there is a risk of further lengthy delay in completing the LDF.   It is essential that the Leeds-Langley bypass (section of the SE Orbital Route) is progressed to enable the Parkwood trading estate to be readily accessible from the M20 to give a boost for the industrial and commercial employment opportunities there.



	The original draft of the South East Plan proposed 8,200 dwellings for Maidstone for 2006-26. With all-party support, Maidstone Borough Council (MBC) subsequently increased this to 10,080 in order to qualify the Borough for Growth Point Status (GPS).  On July 17th the Government published its view on the South East Plan and determined that in the case of Maidstone the housing development requirement for 2006-2026 should be 11,080, not 10,080. In short the Government is now asking Maidstone to accommodate 26% more dwellings than originally proposed in the South East Plan, and 10% more than the Council offered to secure GPS. MBC points out that other areas also have very large increases in housing requirement, and that by going for GPS Maidstone has gained financial benefit. This is understood to be about £1.5 million at this stage. Considerably more future financial benefit from GPS is predicted, but only time will tell if this is forthcoming. With 5,000 units projected to be in the main town it leaves over 6,000 sites to be identified, mainly to the south and east side of the town centre. This is shown as 554 units per year but the number built from 2006 to 2008 added to the low number expected from 2008 to 2011 does suggest that developments will be well below target at the end of the first five years of the 25 year projection. Some apartments in the town centre are currently on offer at 50% of list price, so there are clearly other major factors at play in the current climate than just the spatial strategy for the southeast.

Any comments are required to be made direct to Government by following the link below.  MBC will make a full response in October.

http://gose.limehouse.co.uk/portal/rss/pcc/consult
Report on 2008 AGM

The Society’s AGM held at the George V Memorial Hall on Friday June 20th was attended by over 50 members and included light refreshments. The Chairman in opening the meeting thanked all present for their support, particularly in view of the unfortunate clash of dates with Music on the Green, the hall booking having been made before the date of which was known.  Members’ minds were focused at the beginning and end of the evening on the ‘then and now’ of Thurnham.  Local historian Mike Perring started the evening with a talk and slides on historical Thurnham and the significance of major finds in the Parish. Richard Horton, Chairman of Stopkig, rounded off the evening by updating members on the situation and the current revised timings for the determination by Maidstone Borough Council of the KIG road/rail interchange and warehouse park development application, which generated a lively discussion during a final question and answer session.

	The Society’s Annual Report presented by the Chairman, Brian Clifford, recorded a wide range of Society activity during the year, notably its work within the Stopkig Steering Group representing its views on the KIG; other planning application representations, and acting with and in support of other village organisations. The full Annual Report and the minutes of the AGM are available on request to the Secretary.
Mike Perring presented the Footpath Group Annual Report with details of the very full walk programme which he and Norman King organised and led throughout the year. The urgent need for more walk leaders was identified.

The Annual Accounts were presented by our Treasurer, Heather Langley and certified as examined by Bernard Head.
Election of Officers and Committee for the year to April 4th 2009.

The following were all elected nem con with the Chairman expressing special thanks to all members of the Committee, Road Stewards and the membership for their valued support:

Chairman: Brian Clifford; Vice Chairman: Caroline Vanhecke;          Secretary: Sally Rylatt; Treasurer: Heather Langley; Membership Secretary: Ann Whittaker; Road Steward Liaison: Mary Nash; Committee Members: Dr Felicity Simpson, Joan Brown, Jennifer Collier, Tracey Shelley, Bob Gee, Norman King; Account Examiner: Bernard Head.

Bearsted and Thurnham Planning
Church Lane Bearsted

Considerable focus is currently on the situation in Church Lane between the Bearsted Green and Holy Cross Church Conservation Areas where there is the potential for the attractive street scene to be irreparably changed. Currently the Nethermount development is moving forward next to the vicarage with 9 properties. By the nature of the site these are set back from Church Lane but will be close to and standing above properties in the Orchard and bungalows in Whitehead Lane.  Slightly down Church Lane an application has now been made for eight dwellings on the site of Little Orchard.  A further application has also been made for three 5-bedroom houses to replace Driveway Cottage accessing Church Lane from Trapfield Lane.  Bearsted Parish Council are registering their opposition and taking professional advice.  Paul Carter, leader of KCC and County Member for this area has recommended that a further attempt be made to join the two conservation areas and offered what help he can over this.



	Caring Lane Thurnham
Listed in the planning applications registered in the week of June  17th 2008 is one for a change of use for land adjoining 22 Caring Lane to allow the stationing  on this former nursery site of three caravans, three mobile homes and two toilet and kitchen blocks. It has only recently (July 25th) been confirmed to the Planning Office that this application is being made for a gypsy family who bought the site in February/March 2008: two grandparents, two children of theirs and their spouses, and five grandchildren.  Determination of the application has been delayed pending more information. It is confirmed that the family all moved onto the site in April 2008 but no enforcement action was taken against them, so some elements of the planning application would now appear to be retrospective!  

A development application on a  rural site  such as this would normally have been expected to be rejected under delegated powers, but this one has to be considered in the context of specific legislation for gypsy and traveller accomodation.  There is currently no suggestion that the applicants would cause any specific problems to neighbouring properties, but  residents are clearly distressed about the progress of events and concerned that, rather than seek a reasonable dialogue with  them or the Parish Council about their intentions, the applicants  have submitted  to the Borough Council  through their agent, International Gypsie and Travellers Affairs, documents  which are couched  in quite threatening language concerning their rights. In the meantime it is noted that there are covenants on this land which while not relevant to the planning application may well give grounds for civil action. 

It is not expected that this will be the only application of this kind. 
Local Footpaths.

The much needed tidying up of only a few yards of the St Faiths Lane footpath where it joins Roseacre Lane round to Windmill Heights to enable safe exit from the footpath is still awaited and is now subject to a meeting between the Parish Council and Kent Highways. This footpath is greatly used during term time by parents with young children and there is not much work required to enable it to be effective. This Society trusts that this will now soon be resolved as it has been on the agenda for a considerable time with no apparent obstacle in the way of its being accomplished.
Footpath Barriers [Cont’d on Page 7]


	Footpath Group Walks Programme

Date

Start Time & Place

Route

Saturday 20

Sept 
1.15 p.m.  at Bearsted Green Pond

1.30 p.m. at Coldblow Farm
Coldblow Hill - North Downs Way (NDW) – Cat's Mount -Scragged Oak - Broad Street Hill – NDW -Hollingbourne Hill – Bolton’s Wood - Hucking Hill House - Little Scragged Oak Farm - Coldblow Farm.  Distance = 6 miles
  Saturday 

18 October 
1.15 p.m. at Bearsted Green Pond

1.30 p.m. at Jade’s Bridge Detling
Jade’s Bridge - Harple Lane – Boxley - North Downs Way - Grange Farm - Pollyfields Farm - Hermitage Lane - Amber Wood - The Lynch -Jade’s Bridge    Distance = 6 miles
Saturday 

15

November
1.15 p.m. at Bearsted Green Pond

1.30 p.m. at Boarley  Farm Boxley
Boarley Farm - Pilgrims Way NDW - White Horse Stone Cossington - Lower Warren Road- Cossington Fields - North Downs Way - Harp Farm- North Downs Way – Boxley - Boarley Farm

                        Distance = 5½ miles
Saturday 13
December
1.15 p.m. at Bearsted Green Pond
Bearsted Green - Church Landway - A20 - River Len - Otham Church - Willington Street - Mote Park - Weavering Street - Banky Meadow -Bearsted Green  Distance = 5½ miles
Boxing Day

Friday 

26
December
10.30 a.m. at  Bearsted  Green Pond

SHORT: Bearsted Green - Thurnham Lane – Detling - Thurnham Church – Aldington - Gore Wood - Water Lane - Mallings Drive - Green.

                      Distance = 4½ miles

LONG: White Horse Wood - Thurnham Church – Friningham - Civily Wood - Aldington - Gore Wood - Water Lane - Mallings Lane - Bearsted Green              Distance  = 6 miles                     

The last of this season’s Friday evening walks (about 3 miles) will be on September26th.  Start at Bearsted Green Pond at 6.30 p.m.

Wet Weather may make it necessary for the Walk Leader to change the route.  If in doubt telephone Mike Perring, 739109 or Norman King, 736467
Neither the Society nor the Walk Leaders accept any responsibility for any accidents occurring to or caused by any person, animal or dog on our walks.  Walkers are urged to be vigilant when crossing or walking on roads, paths, etc.  Dogs are welcome but must be kept on leads and under control at all times.  Adults should be members of the Society, and children should be accompanied by a responsible adult.  Walkers need to wear stout footwear, bring adequate wet weather clothing, be prepared to negotiate rough ground, and  be  able  to  climb over stiles and up steep slopes.   For further details call  Mike Perring on 739109. 
Extra Walk Leaders are required -  please contact Mike Perring or Norman King for further details.


	Footpath Barriers.  Residents will find that some have been removed as not complying with the Disability Discrimination Act. It is our understanding that these will not in most cases be replaced at this time with new ones. We will monitor the situation and we hope residents will advise the Parish Council and ourselves if motorbikes are seen on these paths or unreasonable use of cycles occurs.

It is a sad fact that there are still a few dog owners who do not clear up after their pets foul the paths. Fortunately it is a tiny minority. We are well served with dog bins by the Parish Council and generally paths are kept clean.
Recent New Planning Applications 

  Reference

Location

Description

MA/08/1572

25 Winifred Road
Certificate of lawfulness for loft conversion – rear dormer

MA/08/1530

Natwest Bank, 130 Ashford Rd

Replacement of windows with matching rendering panel
MA/08/1530

31 Roseacre Lane

Bower Cottage residential home: rear PVCU conservatory 

TA/0080/08

Danefield Court Church Lane

Felling of one Acer and crown reduction of one Cypress, both in Holy Cross Conservation area

MA/08/1450  
40 Fauchons Lane

Raised roof to allow more 1st floor living space, erection of conservatory and garage

Ma/08/1447

Cherry Cottage, Roseacre Lane

Erection of one dwelling (outline application access only)

MA/08/1417

3 Tylers Croft

Summer house and shed construction and landscape, fence and drive alterations to MA/05/1560 (retrospective)
MA/08/1316

2 Bearsted Views, St Faiths Lane
Erection of boundary fenceing and extension of decking area (retrospective)
MA/08/1360

28 Yeoman Lane

Swimming pool extension with covered way to house ancillary space, terrace alterations, new boundary wall.

MA/08/1147
19 Shirley Way

Single storey side extension incorporating garage.

MA/08/0891

111 Merton Road

Conversion of dwelling into two flats.

MA/08/1340

1 Fauchons Close
Two storey side and rear extension (resubmission)

MA/08/1250

8 Cavendish Way

Two storey rear extension

MA/08/1108

The Old Forge The Green

Alterations to fenestrations and roof

MA/08/1310

Bramleys,156C Ashford Road

2 storey side and single storey rear extension
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Round The Oasts
An occasional feature page in which we review interesting aspects of life past and                 present in and around Bearsted and Thurnham. This piece draws on material provided by  Katherine Kersey and published in 2005 in Bearsted & Thurnham Remembered. The photo  of  Bearsted Green Bakery is by courtesy of Malcolm Kersey.

From Bearsted Green Bakery Then to Soufflé Now 
In the 19th century most people were able to bake bread at home in their ovens beside the fireplace. A number of new houses included an iron range for cooking but the ovens were too small to produce the large amount of bread required to feed the average sized Victorian family. A new market for professional bakers arose, trading as ‘Public and Family Bakers’.

William Tomsett’s bakery in Bearsted was not the first and certainly not the only one in the village. His bakery was sited facing The Green, a few doors down from the school. It was some distance from John Copping’s bakery which was located in the area now occupied by Egypt House. Following William Tomsett’s sudden death in 1898 his widow Hariett continued the business assisted by her younger son Lewis and her son in law Thomas Haywood. In due course the bakery was taken over by a Mrs Pye and then sold to William Rowland who moved his family from Uttoxeter to Bearsted at the beginning of the 20th century. This photograph shows the bakery in about 1930. Rowland’s Bakery closed after fifty years of trading in Bearsted as there was too much competition through the advent of sliced bread. The premises were later used as a Chemist shop and pharmacy, and then a boutique and restaurant.

Many residents will recall the boutique in the upstairs rear and the restaurant in the downstairs front area both owned and managed by Sue Dunderdale. In due course Sue expanded the restaurant into the former boutique upstairs which together with the former dining area downstairs became today’s excellent restaurant Soufflé, pictured here. It has changed ownership since that time and has for the last ten years been owned and managed by Nick & Karen Evenden. 
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