Caroline Vanhecke: Chairman
92 Ashford Road, Bearsted KentMEl5 8PQ
Tel: 01622 737574
Richard Timms
Principal Planning Officer
Maidstone Borough Council
Maidstone House
King Street
Maidstone Kent ME15 6JQ

23rd February 2020

Dear Mr. Timms,
19/506388/FULL, Land at Water Lane, Thurnham.
The Bearsted and Thurnham Society fully supports a thriving rural community and has no objections in principle to the
proposed development.
However it is felt that because of the proposed location the three barns:
a. Would severely impact on the setting of the North Downs AONB.
b. That this impact would be exacerbated because of the elevation of the site in relation to Water Lane.
c. That the proposed use of fibre cement roofing sheets would be visually intrusive both from Water Lane and
when viewed from the AONB.

If approved Barn A would be located some 6.2 metres from the visible
face of the existing hedge and just forward of the tree line.

The proximity of Barn A to Water Lane and the overwhelming ridge height.
(Based on Cyma Architects submitted drawing)

The Society feels that the impact of the proposal on the setting of the North Downs AONB and its visual intrusion when
viewed from Water Lane could be markedly reduced by relocating the barns further to the southeast and by using a roof
covering more sympathetic to the locale.
a.

Repositioning the barns within the applicant’s land would lessen their impact without reducing their
functionality.

b. The use of insulated Plastisol steel roof sheeting would be less intrusive.

Stark and obtrusive fibre cement roof sheets.
(In this example less intrusive Plastisol steel sheeting has been used to clad the elevation.)

Maidstone Borough Council are encouraged to approve this application on the condition that it is relocated and that the
roof cladding is amended accordingly.

Yours sincerely,

Caroline Vanhecke Chairman

